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The CTSAR George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest update through 2/22/20 is this: 
 

 As in recent years, I sent mailers to 90 schools; these went out September 21st. 
o By the end of the submission period, which was February 1, I had responded to eleven emailed 

inquiries. Out of all of these inquiries, I received three submissions, two of which came from 
students who attend a school that had received a mailer. However, all three submitters indicated that 
they had heard of the Contest through a web search rather than from an in-school source. 

 

 The judges have rated the three submissions and overwhelmingly rated one essay as the "Top-Paper."  
o Two years ago I introduced an "Honorable Mention" category for the two strong, but flawed, 

submissions of that contest year; last year I introduced a category of "Submitter" for that year's less-
polished or off-base efforts. 
 By the way, each submitter always gets a letter of thanks that ideally makes them feel good 

about their participation, the Knight Essay Contest, and CTSSAR. 
o Since this year's also-rans were passably written, they will receive a personalized Honorable 

Mention letter, each with the following sentence: "The strength of your composition overall was 
commendable, and we welcome you to include an Honorable Mention in this year’s Contest on your 
list of accomplishments." This not only boosts their resume, but gets our name out there. 

 

 This year's Top-Paper treats Thomas Paine and Common Sense and was submitted by a sophomore from 
Woodbridge who attends the Hopkins School in New Haven.  

o As I prepare this Report I have yet to address some peculiarities that make me hesitant to put it 
forward "as-is" as an essay CTSSAR can fully embrace for public recognition and national 
consideration without running the risk of appearing to either not recognize or otherwise endorse a 
sloppy presentation of scholarship. 

o In short, this paper has several formatting problems, such as (1) excessive, unnecessary footnoting, 
(2) lengthy paragraphs that can logically be broken once or twice each for easier reading, and (3) 
several long run-in quotations that are better formatted as block quotations.  

o I am exercising a "crafting option" for our annual top-paper to coach the submitter to smooth these 
glitches without making revisions to the topic content or treatment. 

 

 I expect the Paine essay to merit receiving the State Knight Essay Award, which will make it the second 
year in a row, and the third since the 2014-2015 contest year (my first as Chairman), that we have had a 
State winner.  

o Last year I proposed making the prize offer of $500 as contingent on being able to attend the spring 
meeting to read the essay and receive the award or, in lieu of an acceptable scheduling conflict, 
arranging for us to present the award to the winner at an appropriate ceremony or assembly as 
determined by the winner's school principal. If the winner is unavailable for both public options, the 
prize amount is reduced to $300. This tiered monetary award takes effect this prize year. 

o To repeat the rationale given last year for a tiered Award, I want to ensure that our State award is 
not treated cavalierly by its recipient, nor that we miss the chance to be recognized by a wider 
public audience in the event the winner cannot address our membership. 

 

 The final determination on the top essay will be made within the next two weeks in order to notify National 
of our State's participation--or not--in this year's National Contest. 

 

This ends my report for the February 22, 2020 BOM meeting. 
 

June 2020 Update: 
 

Matthew Brier of Woodbridge revised his paper and has been notified of his Award; he intends to attend 
the gathering on June 27th with his parents. No other action has or will occur regarding the Knight 
Essay Committee until Contest Notification Mailers are sent in September. 


